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departments  share 
Associational  Missions  the  themes  and  pro- 
Directors  (AMD)  from  across  gram  events  they're 
Mississippi  gathered  at  Camp  planning  in  2004,  he 
Garaywa  in  Clinton  on  said. 

February  27-28  for  their  annual  The  training  and 
Dialog  and  Interpretation  informational  event 
Conference  with  staffers  from  is  presented  in  an 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  ingenious  "matrix" 
Convention  Boara  (MBCB).  format.  The  AMDs 
George  Berger,  AMD  for  are  divided  into  five 
Lebanon  Association  in  teams,  and  each 
Hattiesburg,  said,  "This  is  the  team  rotates  through 
meeting  where  we  can  find  out  eight  small  group 
what's  available  to  our  church-  sessions  and  several 
es.  It's  like  a  cafeteria.  We  can  go  large  plenary  ses- 
back  and  explain  what's  being  sions.  In  so  doing, 
offered.  I  can  eo  to  a  church  that  each  AMD  is 
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it  of  camaraderie  is  outstanding."  performance  and  r  ra, 
Mississippi  Baptists'  associa-  church  development  ^ 
tions,  each  under  die  leader-  activities  for  their 
ship  of  an  AMD,  are  a  vital  link  local  associations,"  Michel  said, 
in  the  chain  that  leads  from  the  So  what  purpose  does  the 
local  church  through  the  associ-  association  serve  with  the 
ation  to  the  state  convention  to  churches  under  its  care? 
the  national  convention.  "The  association  helps  the 

To  that  end,  MBCB  annually  local  church  think  outside  its 
sponsors  the  AMD  Dialogue  own  walls,"  said  Michel.  "It 
and  Interpretation  Conference  combines  resources  and  min- 
at  Camp  Garaywa.  istry  assets  of  local  churches  in 

According  to  David  Michel,  a  larger  evangelistic  and  mis- 
MBCB  associate  executive  sions  effort  around  the  area.  It 
director  for  missions  strategy,  also  provides  encouragement 
the  conference  serves  to  update  and  church  growth  expertise  for 
AMDs  in  preparation  for  the  churches  in  their  local  settings." 
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The  last  refuge  for  God's  name 

s  hard  to  believe,  but  school  children  in 


rights-of-way.  Virtually  all  public 
I  certain  portions  of  the  country  will  no  office  holders  are  sworn  in  with 
X  longer  be  allowed  to  repeat  the  traditional  their  hand  on  a  Bible  —  and  vir- 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  containing  the  phrase,  tually  all  of  them  close  the  rerita- 
"Unaer  God."  That's  right.  The  U.S.  Ninth  tion  of  their  oath  of  office  with 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  San  Francisco  the  phrase,  "...so  help  me  God." 
announced  on  February  28  that  it  would  not  Tnere  are  thousands  of  public 
reconsider  a  three-judge  panel's  June  2002  roads  in  America  named  for 
ruling  that  the  phrase,  "Under  God,"  made  churches,  chapels,  ministers,  and 
the  Pledge  an  unconstitutional  establishment  the  like.  Sessions  of  the  U.S. 
of  religion  by  the  government.  Congress  are  opened  with 

That  means  children  attending  public  prayer,  and  the  government  even 
schools  in  nine  western  U.S.  states  will  soon  nelps  support  chaplains  at  public 
be  prohibited  from  including  "Under  God"  installations  such  as  military 

■  in  their  daily  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  bases  and  hospitals. 

The  only  hope  now  is  that  the  U.S.  Don't  scoff.  After  all,  who 
Supreme  Court  will  agree  to  hear  an  could  have  predicted  20  years 
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In  1997, 1  was  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church, 
Soperton,  Georgia.  Georgia 
Baptists  sponsored  a  mission 

gathering  in  Pei —  ,f . 

take  a  bus  load 


her  finger  to  her  lips,  and  erased 
the  drawing  with  ner  foot  before 
walking  on  with  her  animals. 

When  the  early  Christians 
were  persecuted  and  met  in 
secret,  they  would  share  the 
fish  as  a  symbol  of  their  faith. 
Gariety  had  just  experienced 
this  first-hand.  She  said  her 
heart  beat  with  a  new  fire  as 
she  continued  her  walk,  realiz¬ 
ing  that  God  had  reached  down 
to  minister  hope  and  encour¬ 
agement  to  her  hurting  heart. 
She  renewed  her  commitment 
rl  coming  over  the  hillside  to  the  calling,  on  her  life  and 
;r  goats  and  sheep.  As  she  rejoiced  in  the  fullness  of  joy 
tne  girl  on  the  narrow  she  experienced  through  ner 
the  girl  nodded  and  relationship  with  Jesus.  God 
motioned  for  Gariety  to  stop,  had  shown  His  light  in  the 
The  girl  smoothed  the  dirt  in  tne  midst  of  the  dark,  dark  land, 
road  with  her  foot,  and  used  her  As  we  got  our  group  togeth- 
staff  to  quickly  draw  a  fish  on  the  er  find  prepared  to  leave  that 
ground.  The  girl  smiled,  placed  day,  one  of  the  children  asked 

■  about  my  favorite  missionary. 

"Would  you  like  to  meet  her?"I 
asked.  I  shared  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  some  of  the  mission  facts 
Gariety  had  shared  with  me 
earlier,  and  I  watched  as 
Gariety  hugged  each  child  and 
looked  into  their  eyes  and 
loved  them  with  Jesus. 

Someone  snapped  a  photo  of 
Gariety  and  me,  and  I  turned  to 
say  my  good-byes.  As  I  hugged 
Gariety  close,  I  began  to  cry.  I 
told  her  that  I  might  not  see  her 
again  this  side  ofneaven.  I  told 
her  that  I  loved  her  and  that  I 
would  be  praying  for  my 
"favorite"  missionary. 

On  December  SO,  2002, 
Kathleen  Gariety  was  killed  dur¬ 
ing  the  attack  at  Jibla  Hospital. 


Guest  Opinion: 

My  'Favorite'  Missionary 

By  Kent  Miller,  Minister  of  Music  &  Education 
West  Ellisville  Church,  Ellisville 
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.  We  rallied  to 
with  elemen¬ 
tary  age  children  and  several 
adults  to  the  event. 

This  was  to  be  a  "get  to 
know  the  missionaries"  trip  for 
this  enthusiastic  group.  As  we 
arrived  at  our  destination, 
before  we  exited  the  bus  we 
prayed  and  gave  each  partici¬ 
pant  a  booklet  I  had  made  "God,  sometimes  it  seems  so  momer 
encouraging  them  to  get  auto-  hopeless.  God,  sometimes  it  herdgi 
graphs  and  facts  from  as  many  seems  as  if  there's  no  one  who  with  nt 
missionaries  as  possible.  I  tola  really  wants  to  take  a  stand  passed 
them  to  pick  a  favorite"  mis-  because  of  the  fear  and  persecu-  road, 
sionaiy  and  I  would  take  a  pic-  tion.  God,  I  know  you  died  for 
ture  of  them  during  the  day.  this  people  group.  I  know  that 
The  day  was  filled  with  You  love  them  very  much.  May  I 
excitement!  It  was  a  wonderful  not  grow  weary.  I'm  so  discour- 
adventure  for  everyone  who  agea  today.  Oh  Father,  show  me 
attended.  I  remember  tears  run- 
rung  down  my  face  as  the  pro-  & 

cession  of  missionaries  entered  ^  J  J  ,  fe 

the  auditorium  with  their  coun-  -.pM .  ,,  j  ij 

try's  flag.  H®|  -  jdTu  ~ 

In  the  final  few  moments  of 
the  program  a  lady  dressed  in  a 
plain  garment  that  covered  her 

face  began  to  speak.  Her  name  ^  St** 

was  Kathleen  Gariety,  and  she  L'ilr? 2 
was  an  International  Mission 

Board  worker  at  the  Baptist  V  -M  ■  ^  ^ 

Hospital  in  Jibla,  Yemen.  Gariety  14$  ^  'mj' 
told  the  group  how  she  walked  f  1  ’  .***  AVtk  "* 

into  the  Yemen  countryside  one 
afternoon  after  the '  hospital 
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WCC  grad  serves  as  chaplain  on  war  ship 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Hall,  who  grew  up  attending  In  Puerto  Rico,  life  was  much 
On  a  cramped  ship  out  at  sea.  First  Church  of  Union  Park  in  less  compact,  with  four  chaplains 
where  an  intercom  dictates  what  Orlando,  joined  the  Air  Force  from  various  faith  backgrounds 
sailors  are  to  do  24-hours  a  day,  right  out  of  high  school  and  then  providing  spiritual  support  for 
finding  the  peace  of  10,000  sailors  and 

mind  to  pray,  study,  their  family  mem- 

focus  on  the  bers,  to 

God  Hall, 

a  Sunday 

challenge.  the  chapel 

United  States  drew  as  many  as 

Navy  Chaplain  Tim  1 1  *0^0  on  Sunday 

Hall,  a  graduate  of  I  anrl  mdn>'  of  t^ie 

Baptist-affiliated  "  I  needs  for  support 

William  Carey  Col- .'  .ot&jspPe^  ^  and  counseling 

lege  (WCC)  in  ***  '  mirrored  those  in 

Hattiesburg,  told  ^  churches  across 

the  Florida  Baptist  the  land. 

Witness  time  alone  ^ It  s  different^  on 

the  greatest  chal-  only  one 

lenges  Christian  serves.  "It’s  a  chal- 

sailors  face  when  PRIME  CHALLENGE — As  warships  like  the  U.S5.  Philippine  Sea  lenge  because 
their  ship  leaves  its  (above)  depart  the  United  States  for  battle  stations  around  Iraq,  U.S.  every  once  in  a 
home  port  at  May-  Navy  chaplains  like  William  Carey  College  graduate  Tim  Hall  are  while  we  get 
port  Naval  Station  hopeful  the  sailors  on  board  will  find  time  to  ponder  their  spiritual  life  called  upon  to 
in  Jacksonville.  and  focus  on  their  relationship  with  God.  (U.S.  Navy  photo)  meet  the  needs  of 

Hall,  age  40,  is - faith  groups  of 

assigned  to  die  400-strong  USS  went  into  the  reserves  in  order  non-Christian  folks.  Hall  said. 
Philippine  Sea,  a  guided  missile  to  pursue  a  business  degree  at  "My  mindset  is  one  of  help  —  I 
cruiser  in  the  Navy's  Enterprise  WCC.  After  graduation.  Hall  don't  have  to  agree  with  their 
Battle  Cioud.  The  shiD.  recent  decided  he  wanted  to  return  to  theology  —  but  in  the  same 


Philippine  Sea,  a  guided  missile 
cruiser  in  die  Navy's  Enterprise 
Battle  Group.  The  ship,  recent 
host  to  President  George  W. 
Bush,  was  back  from  the  Persian 
Gulf  in  February  for  an  indeter¬ 
minate  amount  of  time  before  it 
heads  out  again  —  possibly  to 
take  part  in  what  has  bear  a 
noticeable  build-up  of  U.S. 
forces  in  the  Middle  East. 

"The  greatest  spiritual  need 
drat  happens  aboard  a  ship  is  drat 
we  stay  so  busy  all  the  time  drat 
we  forget  that  we  still  need  to  just 
stop  and  spend  time  with  God," 
Had  said.  'It's  tough  especially 
for  our  younger  enlisted  folks." 

Even  officers  share  close 
quarters  on  a  ship,  but  the  enlist¬ 
ed  sailors  can  be  dually  chal¬ 
lenged  trying  to  find  privacy 
with  40-60  people  packed  into  a 
living  space  and  bunk-mates 
and  others  coming  and  going  to 
the  constant  drone  of  the  inter¬ 
com  in  the  background. 


decided  he  wanted  to  return  to 
active  duty  in  the  Air  Force,  but 
this  time  as  a  chaplain. 

In  1992  Hall  received  the 
Master's  in  Divinity  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary 
and  made  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  become  an  Air  Force 
chaplain.  Finally  in  1999,  after 
first  serving  as  pastor  of  Bourg 
Church  in  Houma,  La.,  and  then 
Beachside  Church  in  Smyrna 
Beach,  Fla.,  Hall  received  word 
he  had  been  accepted  as  a 
reserve  chaplain  in  the  Navy. 

At  that  point  he  was  able  to 
transfer  his  endorsement  as  a 
hospice  chaplain  with  NAMB 
to  become  a  military  chaplain. 

Returning  recently  to  his 
native  Florida  from  a  four-year 
assignment  at  Naval  Station 
Roosevelt  Roads  in  Puerto 
Rico,  Hall  said  the  change  has 
meant  "quite  a  shift." 


for  being  "honest,  instead  of 
trying  to  do  some  back-door 
evangelistic  approach." 

"By  being  up  front,  I  find  peo¬ 
ple  are  more  open  to  sitting  and 
listening,  knowing  they  have  the 
freedom  to  disagree,”  Hall  said. 

A  lot  of  the  young  sailors 
especially,  don't  know  what  a 
pastor  or  a  chaplain  does  and 
they  base  their  impressions  on 
television  stereotypes. 

"Along  comes  myself  be¬ 
bopping  down  the  P-way  [pas¬ 
sage-way]  on  the  ship,"  Hall 
said,  describing  informal  visits 
to  sailors  at  work  on  the  ship. 

Though  he  uses  the  Bible  in 
most  counseling  situations, 
there  are  a  few  tough  cases  who 
respond  better  when  he  uses 
principles  based  on  the  Bible 
rather  than  Scripture  itself.  "It 
gives  me  the  open  door,  but  at 
me  same  time  allows  them  the 
right  to  say,  'I  can't  handle  that 
right  now/"  said  Hall. 
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theology  —  but  in  the  same 
vein,  if  1  don’t  help  a  Buddhist 
worship,  where  would  it  put 
the  Methodists  or  Baptists?' 

Hall  said  he  does  have  the 
opportunity  to  work  with  other 
"waterfront  chaplains"  when  in 
port,  and  that  alleviates  problems 
He  might  face,  for  example  in 
ministering  to  a  Catholic  family. 

"I  don't  think  Southern 
Baptists  would  appreciate  me 
baptizing  infants/  Hall  joked. 

Though  he  called  Himself 
"unashamedly  a  conservative 
evangelical  Christian,”  Hall  said 
it  is  challenging,  especially  in  the 
counseling  arena,  to  sometimes 
keep  his  own  views  "in  check”  in 
order  to  keep  the  doors  open 
that  lead  to  "Heart-to-heart"  dis¬ 
cussions  with  people  who  may 
not  be  like-mindea. 

'1  can't  say.  Get  it  straight, 
buddy.  It's  all  right  if  you  want  to 
go  to  Hell,  but  noton  my  watch,'" 
Hall  said.  On  the  other  hand, 
Hall  said  he  reminds  sailors  up¬ 
front  that  what  he  says  comes 
from  a  "Christian,  American  ... 
worldview  of  Christ." 

Because  of  his  forthright  atti¬ 
tude,  Hall  said  his  input  does¬ 
n't  lead  to  arguments.  Instead 
sailors  are  likely  to  thank  him 


Services  aboard  the  Philippine 
Sea  are  surprisingly  regular.  Hall 
said.  In  the  ships  library,  where 
Captain's  Masts,  awards  cere¬ 
monies,  and  other  meetings  take 
place,  worship^  services  usually 
draw  from  7-zO  worshippers  on 
any  given  Sunday. 

His  opportunity  to  witness 
might  come  while  delivering  a 
message  from  Red  Cross  about  a 
death  m  the  family,  telling  some¬ 
one  he  is  a  new  dad,  or,  just  pro¬ 
viding  some  computer  time  for  a 
mom  or  dad  to  get  in  touch  with 
their  children  via  e-mail. 

Hall  said  it's  only  human 
nature  to  want  to  be  home 
when  crises  occur,  so  he  works 
with  the  sailors'  department 
heads  and  division  officers  to 
try  and  make  sure  their  needs 
are  attended  to. 

With  an  announcement  that 
the  "day  has  ended,”  just 
before  2200  (10  p.m.)  and  the 
final  call  for  ’Taps"  and  lights 
out.  Hall  participates  in  one  of 
the  oldest  traditions  in  the 
Navy:  a  prayer  over  the  inter¬ 
com  by  tne  Navy  chaplain. 


March  6, 2003 
Vol.  127 
No.  5 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  auxiliary  may  lose  its  role  in  decision¬ 
making  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  unless  it  submits  to  control 
by  the  SBC,  according  to  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church, 
Memphis,  and  former  SBC  two-term  president. 


Jll  \  (  ,11  s  .ICO 


A  $7.5  million  building  to  house  seven  entities  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  approved  by  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  in  its  February 
meeting  and  a  plan  for  financing  will  be  presented  to  messengers  to  the 
convention  in  Pittsburgh 


Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  leads  the  state  in  Cooperative  Program  giving  in 
1952-53  with  $17,06724,  followed  by  First  Chuith,  Jackson;  First  Church, 
Columbus;  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  and  First  Church,  Grenada. 
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Business  Meeting 


Several  weeks  ago,  in  die 
span  of  two  days,  1  received 
three  phone  calls  about  church¬ 
es  that  have  had  bad  experi¬ 
ences  in  business  meetings.  The 
phone  calls  were  from  different 
churches  and  different  business 
meetings  from  different  areas 


Retired  ministers  tourney  offers  rich  rewards 


GOLFING  FOR  GOD’S 
NEEDY  SERVANTS  —  Andy 
Holder  (seated)  coordinator  of 
the  Retired  Ministers  Benefit 
Golf  Tournament,  and  Tommy 
Anthony,  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Cnurch,  Jackson,  display 
some  of  the  many  of  the  thank- 
you  notes  and  letters  from 
grateful  recipients  of  cash  gifts 
provided  through  the  golf  tour¬ 
nament.  This  year's  tourna¬ 
ment  is  scheduled  for 
September  1 1  -1 2  at  Bay  POinte 
Country  Club,  Brandon.  (BR 
photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Andy  Holder  is  a 
model  of  persistence 
and  drive.  For  the  past 
six  years,  he  has  been 
the  coordinator  behind 
the  Retired  Ministers  Benefit 
Golf  Tournament.  Holder,  who 
has  been  forced  in  recent 
months  to  carry  a  portable  oxy- 

§en  tank  wherever  he  goes,  got 
le  vision  for  reaching  needy 
Mississippi  Baptist  ministerial 
retirees  and  their  families 
through  the  fund-raising  venue 
of  a  golf  tournament.  Holder 
estimates  that  over  1,000  retired 
ministers,  missionaries,  and 
their  widows  have  to  live  in 
poverty  in  Mississippi,  and  he 
said  God  inspired  him  to  try  to 
do  something  about  it. 


The  Baptist  Rec  ord  - 


Holder  saw  a  video  at  a 
Chautauqua  at  Glorieta 
Conference  Center  describing 
the  plight  of  these  annuitants. 
Being  an  avid  golfer  (a  "hacker," 
by  his  own  description).  Holder 
decided  to  try  a  benefit  golf 
tournament  at  Brookwood 
Country  Club  in  Jackson  in 
1997.  This  tournament  raised 
$5800,  and  a  second  tournament 
in  1998  raised  $10,000  and  dou¬ 
bled  the  number  of  participants. 

Raymond  Road  Church  in 
Jackson  sponsors  the  tourna¬ 
ment.  After  the  last  tournament. 
Holder  disbursed  the  proceeds 
of  the  tournament  differently 
than  from  years  past.  The  2002 
tournament  brought  in  approx¬ 
imately  $14,000,  and  after 
administrative  costs  were  taken 
care  of.  Holder  sat  down  and 
wrote  $100  checks  directly  to 


135  annuitants  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi.  The  response  in 
was  amazing.  One  widow 
wrote,  "Now  Til  be  able  to  buy 
food  for  my  family  at 
Christmas."  Two  people  wrote 
to  say  that  now  they  would  be 
able  to  buy  glasses.  One  woman 
wrote,  "I  had  the  surprise  of  my 
life...  my  thanks  to  you  for  the 
$100  gift,  but  I'm  giving  back 
my  time  to  you  to  give  to  your 
church.  I  live  alone,  I  am  91 
years  old,  but  doing  real  welL" 
Enclosed  in  her  thank-you  note 
was  a  check  for  $10. 

Another  letter  stated,  "I  am 
writing  on  behalf  of  my  mother 
...in  (the  hospital),  in  critical  con¬ 


dition.  She  has  been  almost  in  a 
coma  for  several  days.  God  was 
so  gracious  to  us  by  allowing  her 
to  rebound,  wake  up,  and  begin 
talking  again  on  Christmas  Eve. 


She  is  the  widow  of  a  pastor 
who  was  an  annuitant'' 

To  date.  Holder  has  received 
88  letters  of  thanks. 

Raymond  Road  Church  has 
been  instrumental  in  support  of 
the  tournament  According  to 
Tommy  Anthony,  pastor,  the 
church  contributed  cakes 
worth  almost  $600.  Many 
employees  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  also 
contributed  cakes. 

Since  the  tournament  began, 
over  $68,000  has  been  disbursed 
to  annuitants.  The  amount  has 
increased  every  year  In  2002, 
201  golfers  pa  rtidpa  ted . 

Trie  2003  tournament  is 
scheduled  for  Bay  Pointe 
Country  Club  in  Brandon 
September  11-12.  For  more 
information,  contact  Holder  at 
(601)  373-9520. 


March  6,  2003 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the 
following  prayer  with 
God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for 
my  sins  and  freedom 
from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


' Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


dll  across  uie  bum;/  uui  wiui  uiic 

common  factor  —  the  business 
meeting  went  sour!  In  two  of 
tite  calls  the  person  described 
what  had  taken  place  by  saying 
that  people  were  screaming  at 
each  other.  The  other  caller 
simply  said  that  the  people 
were  saying  mean  and  unkind 
things  to  one  another. 

In  tiie  course  of  the  conversa¬ 
tions,  a  couple  of  issues  were 
raised:  1)  what  could  they  do  to 
help  make  things  better;  and  2) 
what  could  we  at  the  Convention 
do  to  keep  business  meetings 
from  being  bitter  meetings? 
Baptists  ana  Baptist  churches  are 
extremely  interesting  because  no 
two  of  them  are  alike.  Each 
church,  if  they  have  a 
Constitution  and  Bylaws,  will 
have  different  features  on  how 
they  go  about  doing  business. 
Each  church  is  democratic  and 
fiercely  autonomous,  and  most  of 
the  time  would  rather  do  things 
wrong  than  to  give  any  hint  that 
somebody  else  might  be  able  to 
tell  them  what  to  ao. 

So,  what  are  we  to  do?  How 
are  we  to  go  about  doing  business 
as  the  people  of  God?  While  we 
are  democratic  and  while  we  are 
autonomous,  we  are  those  things 
under  tire  lordship  of  Jesus,  who 
certainly  should  nave  a  say  in 
how  we  go  about  doing  business 
and  conducting  church  business 
meetings.  While  many  churches 
do  have  a  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  that  outlines  how  they 
should  go  about  doing  business 
(tiie  whens,  wneres,  and 
hows),  others  point  to 
the  feet  that  tiie  ruling 
guide  in  transacting 
business  will  be  Robert's 
Rules  of  Order.  There  are 
some  tilings  that  are 
more  important  in  our 
relationships  with  Christ 
and  the  way  we  go 


about  doing  business  than  even 
our  Constitutions  and  Bylaws,  or 
our  Robert's  Rules  of  Order,  or 


what  a  church  is  supposed  to  do 
and  the  direction  it  is  supposed 
to  take  is  to  look  to  the  Lord.  We 
have  all  seen  times  when  some¬ 
one's  whim  or  opinion  was 
forced  on  others  or  perhaps  times 
when  some  powerful  personality 
has  tried  to  push  their  will  an  the 
entire  body.  A  few  can  sway  a 
crowd  and  they  can  go  the  wrong 
way,  and  a  church  can  take  a  dev¬ 
astating  detour  If  you  doubt  that 
can  happen,  you  only  need  visit 
Plate's  Hall  and  then  hear  the 
crowd  chanting  and  realize  that  a 
wrong  is  about  to  be  perpetuat¬ 
ed.  But  the  church  in  openness, 
honesty,  and  feimesB  needs  to 
seek  the  Lord  and  what  He 
would  have  for  them  to  do. 

•  Church,  business  must  be 
conducted  so  as  not  to  discredit 
the  Lord  to  the  lost  There  are 
times  when  we  who  claim  to  be 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  and 
who  are  put  here  as  servants, 
missionaries,  and  witnesses  of 
His  glory,  squabble  so  much  and 
for  so  king  mat  we  discredit  our 
Lord  to  a  lost  world.  It's  not  just  a 
matter  of  not  wanting  to  air  dirty 
laundry;  it  is  a  matter  of  acting  in 
a  way  toward  each  other  that  is 
anything  but  Christian  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  Godly.  Whatever  the 
issue,  these  should  be  a  spirit  of 
fairness  and  openness  to  allow 
people  to  speak,  but  that  speech 
must,  in  the  context  of  Scripture, 
be  done  with  kindness  and 
Christ- likeness. 

•  At  church  business  meet¬ 
ings  the  same  spirit  should  pre¬ 
vail  as  in  the  finest  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  It  is  strange,  is  it  not,  that 
often  tiie  greatest  decisions  a 
church  wul  ever  make  are 
made  in  an  atmosphere  of  the 
worst  spirit.  We  have  dissected 
tiie  work  of  God  into  so  many 
various  parts  like  worship, 
business  meetings,  fellowship. 


Listen  to  these  two  verses  that 
the  Apostle  Paul  gives  us  in  1 
Carinmiansl433,4D:"ForGodis‘ 
not  tiie  author  of  confusion,  but  of 
peace,  as  in  all  churches  of  the 
saints"  and  "Let  all  things  be  done 
decently  and  in  order'  Pretty 
simple,  but  stout  stuff.  It  doesn’t 
matter  what  the  issue  is,  or  who 
the  people  are  who  are  involved, 
or  exactly  how  you  go  about 
arriving  at  thoughtful  and  prayer¬ 
ful  decisions  —  these  words 
apply!  What  then  should  we  do  as 
we  conduct  church  business? 
Consider  these  thoughts: 

•  It  should  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  church  business  is 
God's  business.  Ephesians  1:22 
declares  that  Goa  made  Him 
Qesus)  to  be  head  of  all  the  church. 
He  was.  He  is,  and  He  always  will 
be  the  head  of  the  church.  Jesus  is 
not  an  ex-officio  member  of  the 
organization.  He  is  not  an  ex-offi¬ 
cio  of  committees,  of  the  deacon 
body,  or  of  the  staff.  He  is  the  sole 
authority  of  every  group  in,  and 
the  totality  of,  tiie  cnurch. 

God's  work  is  not  fragment¬ 
ed  into  material,  secular,  or 
spiritual  areas.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  divisions  over  this  ministry 
or  that,  over  youth  or  music,  or 
recreation  or  social  ministries. 
God  is  vitally  concerned  over 
whatever  is  being  dealt  with 
related  to  His  church  because  it 
is  His  business. 

•  It  must  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  God  does  have  a  will 
in  decisions  that  are  made  by  His 
church.  It  is  fine  for  us  to  discuss, 
debate,  and  ask,  "What  do  you 
think  about  this?"  or  "What  do 
you  think  ought  to  be  done?" 
but,  ultimately  and  honestly,  the 
only  place  to  rind  the  answer  for 


and  missions,  and  seem  to  for¬ 
get  that  die  Spirit  of  God  is  over 
each  area  and  intends  to  bring 
glory  and  honor  to  Jesus  when¬ 
ever,  wherever,  and  for  whatev¬ 
er  the  church  is  needing  to  con¬ 
sider.  There  is  a  higher  plane  of 
conduct  than  Robert's  Rules. 
While  Robert's  may  tell  you 
how  to  make  a  motion,  or  a 
substitute  motion,  or  a  point  of 
order,  the  Holy  Spirit  ought  to 
be  present  among  us  develop¬ 
ing  courtesy,  love,  and  consid¬ 
eration  for  one  another  laced 
with  grace  and  mercy. 

•  tt  is  important  that  tiie  will 
of  the  majority  of  Christ's  follow¬ 
ers  prevail  as  tiie  work  moves 
forward.  While  I  recognize  that 
tiie  majority  can  be  wrong  at 
times,  overall,  through  the  years, 
even  with  all  tiie  drum-beating, 
side-taking,  maneuvering,  and 
manipulating  that  may  take 
place,  when  God's  people  speak 
they  mote  often  than  not  end  up 


on  tiie  right  side  doing  the  right 
tiring  in  His  name. 

While  the  majority  is  to  pre¬ 
vail  it  is  also  important  that  the 
minority  find  God-guided,  pur¬ 
poseful  ways  that  they  can  nt  in 
to  what  the  church  is  trying  to  do. 
I  have  known  men  and  women 
who  disagreed  with  a  proposal, 
expressed their  opinions  strong¬ 
ly,  voted  in  opposition,  and  then 
turned  around  and  said,  "What 
can  I  do  to  help  get  done  what  we 
voted  to  dor 


mouth 

nectea 


your  money,  and  bad- 
iy  and  everybody  oon- 
th  the  dnneh.  You  can 


out,  pout  go  home  after  Sunday 
School,  carvel  your  subscription 
to  tiie  church  newsletter  and  go 
join  another  or  start  your  own 
church.  Any  and  all  of  these 
actions  are  certainly  your  prerog¬ 
ative,  but  it  may  not  be  me  best 
for  God's  Kingdom. 

So,  the  next  time  you  go  to  a 
church  business  meeting,  feel 
free  to  participate,  express  your¬ 
self,  vote,  ask  questions,  and  do 
and  say  whatever  you  would 
like,  all  the  while  keeping  in 
mind  that  Jesus  is  seated  mere 
beside  you! 


i  Baptists'  Foreign 
the  International 


Mission 


Mission  Board] 


to  provide  an  atmosphere  where 
kids  can  find  the  Lord  right  on  the 


Staff 

Changes 

Union  West  Church, 
Lafayette,  called  Cliff  Vines  as 
pastor  on  Dec.  22.  Vines  cur¬ 
rently  attends  Mid-America 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Belden  Church,  Belden, 
called  Mike  Robertson  as  full 
time  minister  of  students  Dec.  1 . 
He  was  ordained  on  Feb.  9. 


•  The  Local  Church:  Living  the  Kingdom  of  God 
Becoming  a  Global  Church 
Being  a  Kingdom  Church 


•  The  Local  Church:  Advancing  the  Culture 
Turning  the  World  Upside  Down 
Changing  the  World  from  the  Inside  Out 


•  And  Much  More 


Dr.  Roberts  will  be  sharing  vital  information  regarding  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  moving  from  a  "building  my  church”  to  a  "Building  the 
Kingdom”  strategy. 


Conference  Teaching  Will  Include  Topics  Such  As: 


Building  the  Kingdom  of  God 


May  6,  2003  ♦  10:30  a.m.  -  2:301p.m. 

•First  •Baptist  Church  ♦  •Biloxi,  Mississippi 

$15  per  person,  registration  required  before  April  30, 2003. 

For  more  information,  call  (228)  832-4311 ;  email  gcba@cableone.net;  or  write 
Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association  •  P.O.  Box  2369  •  Gulfport,  MS  39505 

Contaranc*  Partnarm:  FBC  Biloxi  and  th«  Sunday  School  D«p«rtm*irt  d  the  Hte»J«slpp)  Baptist  Convention  Board 


'Doc'  finds  new  ministry  on  gridiron  beat 


Bv  Tonv 

Associate 


Martin 

Editor 


It’s  not  too  often  a  career  missionary 
makes  the  transition  from  the  mission  field 
to  the  football  field  —  but  Win  ‘Doc" 
Applewhite  has  done  just  that  as  he  serves 
as  me  chaplain  for  die  Mississippi  College 
(MQ  Choctaws  football  team. 


(now 


enjoyed  my  time  in  missions.  I  did  a  lot  of 
administration  while  in  Indonesia,  such  as 
running  hospitals — but  I  missed  football" 

Applewhite  began  following  the 
Choctaws  in  1986  after  retiring  and  moving 
to  Clinton,  where  the  Baptist-affiliated 
school  is  based.  Before  long,  he  was  attend¬ 
ing  the  two-a-day  practices  as  well  as  the 
games  themselves.  T  got  to  know  the  play¬ 
ers  that  way,"  Applewhite  said,  "and  it 
turned  into  a  fun  hobby." 

"The  kids  love  him  to  death,"  said 
Johnny  Milk,  head  coach  for  the  Choctaws. 
Mills  began  as  defensive  coordinator  for 
the  football  team  in  1996  and  has  been 
head  coach  since  2000. 

'Doc's  out  there  in  100  degree  weather,” 
Milk  said.  "He's  such  a  meat  support  He's 
a  spiritual  leader;  too.  He  does  our  devo- 
tionals  on  road  trips.  We  always  have  to 
give  him  a  practice  schedule  so  he  knows 
when  to  be  mere,"  Milk  said. 

Applewhite  k  characteristically  modest 
T've  just  always  loved  football,  he  said, 
"This  gives  me  a  chance  to  be  involved." 

According  to  Milk,  several  football  play¬ 


ers  over  the  years  have  gone  into  the 
ministry  ana  many  of  them  credit 
Applewhite  as  being  instrumental  in 
tixar  decisions.  "Doc  counsels  and  talks 
to  them,"  Milk  stated  "He's  just  there, 
he's  one  of  us.  He's  adopted  the  team." 

Applewhite  demurs.  "I  wouldn't 
have  me  opportunity  I  have  here  with¬ 
out  coach  Johnny  Milk,"  he  said.  "What 
I  do  k  fun  because  of  what  the  coaches 
want  —  they  all  have  the  same  values." 

"Our  coaching  staff  draws  a  lot  of 
strength  from  Doc,"  said  Milk.  "Our 
kids  do,  too."  Reflecting  on  his  days 
as  a  high  school  coach  —  including 
being  honored  as  5A  Coach  of  the 
Year  with  the  Magee  Trojans  in  1991 
—  he  said,  "I  wish  every  high  school 
program  had  a  Doc  Applewhite.” 

Both  Applewhite  and  Milk  are 
aware  that  many  of  the  young  men 
playing  football  come  from  less  than 
ideal  home  situations,  and  that 
often  coaches  take  on  something  of 
a  father  role  in  their  lives.  "We  want 


WINNING  TEAM  —  Win 


(standing)  visits  with  Mississippi  College 
coach  Johnny  Mills  recently  at  Mills'  offi 
Applewhite,  a  retired  medical  mission. 


Applewhit 
head  fbotba 


had  several  saved  over  the  years,  WINNING  TEAM  —  Win  "Doc  Applewhite 
and  Doc  has  been  a  great  help.*  (standing  visits  with  Mississippi  Col  ege  head  football 

Applewhite's  four  daughters  and  a  coach  Johnny  Mills  recently  at  Mills  office  in  Clinton, 
granddaughter  have  all  been  MC  stu-  Applewhite,  a  retired  meAcal  missionary,  has  been 
dents  soms  ties  to  the  school  are  sig-  serving  as  chaplain  for  the  MC  Choctaw  football  team 
nificant  At  age  83,  his  enthusiasm  for  tor  several  years.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

football  shows  no  evidence  of  flagging.  .  .  .  . 

When  questioned  about  next  year's  Mississippi  College  and  Mississippi 
prospects  for  Choctaw  football.  Milk  said.  Baptists]  other  four-year  colleges  —  Blue 
"We  don't  recruit  thugs.  We  just  try  to  get  Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain,  and 
good  solid  kids  and  work  'em  to  death.  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  — 
"If  we  can  stay  healthy,  well  have  a  are.  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 
good  season,"  he  said.  Cooperative  Program. 


to  the  Mississippi 


Blue  Lake  Church, 
Lambert,  will  hold  a 
gospel  singing  featuring 
the  Hankins  family 
March  8  at  6  p.m.  Eugene 
Howell  is  pastor. 

The  youth  of  Lollars 
Grove,  Eupora,  attended 


Gatlinburg.  608  years  of  marriage 
Pictured  are  among  the  couples.  . 

the  youth  Pictured  are  those  who 
and  their  renewed  their  vows. 
leaders,  HL 

Sammy  and  Union  WestHC^M 

Becky  Jones.  Church,  Lafayette, 
held  a  note  burning  on 
Parkway  Sept.  29.  The  new  facil-  laT 
Church,  ity  was  finished  and 
Houston,  dedicated  in  1997. 
held  a 

revival  Feb.  An  Evangelism  Information 

16-19.  There  Workshop  will  be  held  March  18 
were  25  pro-  ^ - - - 


I  Marriage  with  Gary  The  Guiniviere  Young 
Chapman,  author  of  The  Circle  of  the  WMU  at  First 
Five  Love  Languages,  on  Church,  Jackson,  recently  held 
April  4-5.  To  register,  a  Christmas  party  for  the  chil- 
contact  (800)  356-6639  or  dren  at  the  Mississippi  State 
www.moodyconfer-  Hospital,  Whitfield.  Pictured 
ences.com.  For  more  (from  left)  are  April  Harwell, 
information,  call  (601)  Martha  Embry,  Sara  Hambrick, 
949-1904.  and  Marilyn  Shirley. 

nan  Acappella  will  be 
in  concert  at  Pearson 
Church,  Pearl,  on  March  9  at  6 
p.m.  Admission  is  free.  A  love 


Youth  of  Lollars  Grove  Church,  Eupora 


fessions  of  faith,  two  by  letter, 
and  numerous  rededications. 
_ Danny 


FEMALE,  NONTOBACCO, 


Lanier  was 
the  evange¬ 
list  and 
Gregg 
Thomas  is 
pastor. 

First 
Church, 
Helena, 
held  a 
Wedding 


CALL  NAPIER  INSURANCE,  Knoxville,  TN 
Toll  Free  1-800-274-0776  ’9-9  Mon.  -  Sal. 

Jackson  National  Lite,  Lansing  Ml. 
Rated  A*  (Superior)  by  A.M.  Best  as  of 
6/1/02.  Reward  Xtra  10.  Form  #L1665. 

is  a  term  life  insurance  policy  with 
guaranteed  level  premiums  for  10  years. 
Premiums  increase  at  the  end  of  the 
guaranteed  term  if  policy  is  renewed. 
Preferred  plus.  Non-tobacco,  Female 
rates  illustrated  above.  Please  call 
' 1  for  otfier  agbs  and  male  rates. 


Union  West  Church  Note  Burning,  Lafayette 


yMjjMMpI  V‘  ^^^■Renewal 

.  on  from  7-9  p.m.  at  Northcre 

Feb.  23.  Church,  Meridian.  For  moi 
WMU  Guiniviere  Young  Circle  of  FBC,  Jackson  Robbie  information,  call  (601)  483-1419. 


www.mbhs.org 


SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SLAY-  Please  send  resumes  c/o  music  search. 


Steve  Hamrick  at  (662)  871-6061. 

DEN,  Miss.,  (Marshall  Association)  is  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  3139  Oak  THE  LK  COUNTY  BAPTIST  Association  is 
seeking  an  interim  Music/Worship  Grove  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402-  now  accepting  resumes  for  the 
leader.  Please  contact  the  church  MINISTHt  OF  MUSIC  AND  WIFE  (20  years  Associational  Missions  Director  (AMD). 

office  at  (662)  252-4559. _  full-time  experience)  looking  to  serve  Please  send  resumes  to:  Lee  County  Baptist 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  together  full-time,  part-time,  interim,  or  vd-  Association,  c/o  Administrative  Committee, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss,  is  currently  seeking  unteer.  Currently  living  in  North  East  P.O.  Box  2640,  Tupelo,  MS  38803. 
a  bi-vocational  minister  of  music.  Mississippi.  Wife  has  degree  in  piano.  Call 


Making  preventive  care  affordable. 

Making  a  difference, 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement  f~  •.  j 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates!  [;  -I 

Drug  Card!  I  '  i 


When  it  comes  to  your  health 
an  ounce  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a 
pound  of  cure  -  it  can  be  lifesaving 
That*  why  Baptist  Health  Systems 
is  proud  to  offer  dinkady 
significant  preventive  screenings 
at  an  affordable  price  -  only  $25. 
We  think  it  can  make  a  real 
difference  in  our  community. 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement.. .Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today) 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information) 


The  Spirit  at  Heakhcae 


March  6, 2003 


1 


Matthew 


V  NAS 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness, 


March  6,  2003 


Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


GA  Mother/ 
Daughter 
vernight 


11-12, 2003 
Camp  Garaywa 


Cost: 

$33  per  person 

(includes  meals ,  lodging , 
insurance  and  program  fees) 


The  registration  deadline  is  March  28, 2003.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  WMU  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


Senior  Adult  activities 

AREA  SENIOR  ADULT  SPRING  RALLIES 

•  Thursday,  March  6,  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 
(David  Hulsey  -  601  -264-3897) 

•  Tuesday,  March  11,  First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins 
(Ken  Walters  -  800-294-4396) 

•  Monday,  March  17,  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 
(Barry  Worrell  -  662-226-2486) 

•  Monday,  March  31,  West  Jackson  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 
Oim  Harrington  -  662-256-8778) 

•  Tuesday,  April  1,  First  Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia 
(Buddy  McElroy  -  601  -681  -661 5) 

•  Thursday,  April  17,  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Natchez 
(Talmadge  Smith  -  601  -833-81 1 1 ) 

•  Thursday,  April  24,  First  Baptist  Church,  West  Point 
(Bob  Gray -662-494-421 3) 


i 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 


Kosciusko 


April  26,  2003 

9  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Cost:  $4 
Bring  a  sack  lunch. 
(Drink  will  be  provided.) 

i : i  ■  * i *> i « ■  i  i  .H  i\ 1 
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For  more  Info,  call  Men’s  Ministry  Department, 
1-800-748-1651  or  In  Jackson,  601-292-3335. 


‘Reaching  JfamiCies. . .  Changing  Lives 

Examine  the  families  around  you. 
You  won't  have  to  look  too  far  to  see 
that  there  are  families  who  are  hurting, 
lonely,  and  feeling  unloved. 
They  are  looking  for  a  touch.... 

...a  touch  that  could 
have  Everlasting  Consequences. 

'  Your  Sunday  School  class  may  be  the  vessel  that 
God  uses  to  reach  families  in  your  community. 

April  22  •  FBC,  Biloxi 
April  24  •  FBC,  Grenada 
6:30-8:30  p.m. 

This  conference  is  designed  for  pastors,  staff,  Sunday  School  directors,  and  all  church 
leadership  who  have  an  interest  in  reaching  others  for  Christ.  For  more  information, 
call  the  Sunday  School  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


featuring 

Richard 

Leach 


r 


*  .C* 

Preaching  & 
Worship 
Conference 


Featured  Presenters: 

arfooil)  vi". if  v  -  a?nsva  |  t 

Way  Ion  Bailey 
&  Bill  Clark 

For  more  info,  call  die  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or 
in  Jackson,  601-292-3305, 
or  E-mail  kmcdonnell  @  mbcb.Qfg. 


Single  WOW! 


You  are  invited  to  the 

1  listers  Who  Care  , 
House  Party 

May  23-24,  2005' 
Patterson  Place  •  Camp  Garaywa 

Clinton 

•  ~  ,  '  *  ■  __  ^  «,  ,  •  4 

-  *  ,  *i  , 

Join  us  and  consider  the  many  workings  of  the  heart!  v 
This  house  party  is  for  all  women...bring  a  sister  that's  a 
different  culture  from  you.  CJ 

Fore  more  info,  call  the  WMli  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  tn  Jackson  at  601-968-3800. 
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March  14 


March  15 
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Temple  \ Baptist  Church 


Hattiesburg 


e  voyage  or  life  with  passio 

A  Passion  for  Christ! 


For  more  info,  call 
the  Discipleship  & 

.  Family  Ministry 
Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or 
in  Jackson  at 
601-292-3305. 


1  V.*A 


T  V 


featuring 


Gregg  Matte 
Worship  Leader 


' 


Dave  Hunt  &  Band 
Music  Leaden 


ITNESSING 


Creative  Production  -  Lad  by  Don  Warren  and  Lynn  Bullock 

Creating  spots,  outreach  videos,  devotional  thoughts,  VBS  promotion,  budget 
presentations  and  others  for  the  local  church. 

How  Did  They  Do  That?  -  Led  by  Don  Warren  and  Lynn  Bullock 

(one  hour  session  for  everyone) 

Examples  will  be  shown.  Share  your  samples... bring  In  VHS  format. 

The  Minletry  of  Media  and  What’s  New  ■  Led  by  Chip  Turner 

Participants  will  explore  Illustrations  of  how  local  churches  can  use  various 
forms  of  media  to  minister  to  their  communities  for  Christ  as  well  as  equip 
and  edify  believers.  Discover  the  new  technology  that’s  out  there... DBD,  High 
Definition  Television,  D9,  other  digital  formats  plus  editing  linear  and 
nonlinear. 

How  to  Get  Started  on  the  Web  •  Led  by  J.C.  Howell 

Internet  beginners  can  see  what  you  need  to  know  about  getting  on  line  and 

publishing  a  church  Webpage. 

Advanced  Web  Site  Deeign  •  Led  by  J.C.  Howell 
Participants  who  have  a  baste  knowledge  of  Web  site  design  and  want  to 
take  your  church  Web  page  to  the  next  level. 

HNuts  and  Bolts”  of  Camara  Operation  •  Led  by  Don  Warren  and 
Lynn  Bullock 

Participants  will  walk  through  the  basic  camera  operations  such  as  framing, 
functions  and  camera  directions. 

Sound  Advice  Basic  and  Sound  Advice  Broadcast  and  Special 
Eventa  •  Led  by  Tony  Brooks  > 

Participants  will  receive  audio  tips  and  production  techniques  for  Ihe  sound 
operator  (house  and  broadcast).  Question  and  answer  format  for  those 
involved  in  working  with  sound  in  a  local  church  television  ministry. 


May  2-3,  2003 

Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson 
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Mississippi  Baptist 
Ministry  Assistants 
Conference 


featuring 

Gaye 

Martin 
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May  6 
2003 

Country 

Woods 

Baptist 

Church 

Jackson 


Children  s 
Bible  Drill 


for  children  who  have  completed  grades  3-6 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  •  June  SO-Jidy  2^  2009 

Cost:  $85 


>/uu^  JUy  (< o/i ...  March  7-20,  2003 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


for.  (1)  Christian  Education 
Clinic,  FBC,  (ackson,  8  a.m.-1 
pan.  (O&FM);  (2)  Please  pray 
that  radb  Iniudi  aula  in  Die 


"I  ha\Je  heLb  many  things  in  my  hanbs.  anb  1  haVe  Lost  them 
aLL:  but  Whatever  1  ha\?e  pLaceb  in  Qobs  hanbs.  that  I  stiLL 
possess. "  -  Corrie  ‘ Ten  ^boom 


Pray  that 
kl  win  know 
Be  truth  of 


3)  Pray  for 
Gabriel 


Church 

Facilities 


Furnishings 

Workshop 

March  18, 2003 
8:30  a.m  -  3  p.m. 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway 
Madison,  Miss. 

The  conference  is  for  pastors, 
staff  members,  building  commit¬ 
tees,  long-range  planning  com¬ 
mittees,  business  administrators, 
and  maintenance/ property  per¬ 
sonnel.  For  more  information, 
please  call  the  Pastor/Leader¬ 
ship  Development  Department 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800 
in  Jackson. 


MR.  JOHN  R.  MCCALL 
Parents:  Dennis  A  Margaret  McCall,  Agriculture 

24-91  MISS  LAURA  M.  PURL 

Parents:  John  A  Amy  Puri,  Financial 


iV'WWV^i' 


•e  information  contact 


Wes^  Jackson  Baptist  Chun 
speaker:  Dr.  Jim  Futral,  MissJ 
For  more  information  contact 


Baptist  Church 
ir  Tom  Lester  J< 


SBC  online 
registration 
announced 


Thursday,  April  17 


SpecialOT^Jl 
For  more  infor 


ijMEriloouist/Musicion 

ract  David  Hulsey  •  601-264-3897 


Thursday,  April  24  •  First  Baptist  Church,  West  Point 

Humorous  Speaker:  Mickey  Dalrymple,  Columbus 
For  more  information  contact  Bob  Cray  •  662-494-4213 

Sponsored  by  the  Discipleship  A  Family  Ministries  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


March  6, 2003 


The  Baptist  Record 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  An 
alternative  to  long  registration 
lines  at  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  annual  meet¬ 
ings  is  on  the  horizon. 
Beginning  this  March,  churches 
will  be  able  to  register  their  mes¬ 
sengers  online  at  the  conven¬ 
tion's  website,  www.sbc.net. 

The  traditional  steps  in 
years  past  —  waiting  at  the 
counter  as  a  registration  volun¬ 
teer  types  in  various  lines  of 
information  —  is  skipped  with 
the  online  process.  Now  there 
will  be  "express  counters"  for 
those  whose  churches  have 
registered  online. 

Online  registration  ends  |une 
8,  after  which  registration  must 
be  done  the  traditional  way. 

The  appropriate  church- 
authorized  representative  must 
complete  all  online  registration. 
Names  can  be  added,  edited, 
and  deleted  up  to  )une  8.  Each 
messenger  must  bring  the  print¬ 
ed  form  from  the  website,  i 
which  shows  the  messenger's 
reference  number,  to  the  regis¬ 
tration  booth  in  order  to  receive 
a  nametag  and  set  of  ballots. 

Technically,  a  person  is  not 
a  messenger  until  the  messen¬ 
ger  reference  number  is  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  registration 
booth,  but  unlike  the  tradition¬ 
al  method,  the  person  is  pre¬ 
registered  before  he  or  she 
arrives  to  the  convention. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  compre¬ 
hensive  insurance  services  including  property,  gen¬ 
eral,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle,  workers  compen¬ 
sation,  and  other  coverages.  Wellington  guarantees 
a  quality  program,  customized  for  your  ministry,  at 
the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Kirk,  Smith,  and  Sellers,  pastor 


Ezelle  and  Coughran 


Thursday,  March  8 


Tuesday.  March  11 


Monday,  March  17 


Tuesday,  March 


Monday,  March 


Tuesday,  April 


Main  Street  Baptist  Church  •  Hattiesburg 

Humorous  Speaker:  Arlis  Nichols,  Enterprise 

For  more  information  contact  David  Hulsey  •  601-264-3897 


First  Baptist  Church  •  Wiggins 
Speaker:  Louis  Smith,  Jackson  *  Music:  Neii 
For  more  information  contact  Ken  VJaherA 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  •  Grenadan 
Humgoa^MH^^^hPittman,  Met^ft 


MED  UMII  INVESTMENT  CUP. 

invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  8.75%  I 

These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases 

Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


Quartet 

fc98-4886 


I  Convention 

ton  •  662-264-3897 


r  on  Green  Acres) 
ilroy  •  601-681-6615 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIFC 

For  more  complete  infomulion  about  hood  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability 

CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO 

Martin  Northern  MHIMW7 

PO  Bo*  ISOS  501-316-3100 

Benton,  AR  71018-1303  Pu  501-316-3110 

Please  tend  me  Information  on  the  Rrst  Mortage 
Church  Bondi  currently  being  offend  by  Gnat  Nation 
Investment  Corp. 


Smith  and  Anderson  Utica 

Church, 

Union  West  Church,  Utica,  recently  recognized 
Layfayette,  ordained  Robert  Kevin  Coughran  for  15  years 
Holley  as  a  deacon  on  Oct.  27.  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday 


Jeff 

Smith 

received 
his  license 
to  preach 
from  Ken 
Anderson 
on  Nov.  17 
at  First 
Church, 
Saltillo. 
Pictured 
(from  left) 
are  Smith 
and 
Anderson. 


School.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Mark  Ezelle  and 
Coughran. 

Macedonia  Church, 

Brookhaven,  ordained  Craig 
Alan  Smith  to  the  ministry  on 
Feb.  26.  Smith  now  serves  as 
associate  pastor  and  minister  of 
students  as  Heucks  Retreat 
Church,  Brookhaven.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Ken  Kirk,  pastor 
of  Heucks  Retreat  Cnurch, 
Smith,  and  David  Sellers,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Macedonia  Church. 

j±j  rig 

MISSISSIPPI  MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS  BAPTISTS 


Ten  William  Carey  College 
Coast  campus  students  received 
21  of  24  awards  presented  in  the 
Student  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Advertising  Awards  (ADDY) 
Competition  held  recently  in 
Biloxi. 

The  exhibit  Celebration  of 
Life  by  Lee  Jackson  will  open 
March  7  with  a  reception 
from  4:30-6  p.m.  in  the.Lucile 
Parker  Gallery,  William  Carey 
College,  Hattiesburg,  and 
will  nang  through  April  6. 
For  gallery  information,  call 
(601)  318-6192. 


NOBTS  music  classes  to  begin  March  24 

March  24  begins  the  eighth  of  eig 
courses  at  seven  locations  in  Mississii 
sponsored  by  New  Orleans  Seminary,  l 
eight  courses  are: 

•  Song  Leading. 

•  Worship  Planning. 

•  Reading  Music  Rhythm/Pitch. 

•  Reading  Music  Harmony/Melody. 


March  24  (6:30-8:30  pjn.);  Louis  White, 
Teacher. 

•  Hist  Church,  BooneviUe  —  begin¬ 
ning  March  24  (7-9  pan.);  LuAnne  Ford, 
Teacher. 

•  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  — 
beginning  March  24  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m.); 
Buddy  McElroy,  Teacher. 

•  Hernando  Church,  Hernando  — 
beginning  March  24  (7-9  p.m.);  Barry 
Tweedy,  Teacher. 

•  Tii -County  Associations!  Building, 
Columbia  —  beginning  March  25  (6:30- 
8:30  pjn.);  Kenny  Adams,  Teacher. 

•  Meadville  Church,  Meadville  — 
beginning  March  25  (6:30-8:30  p.m.); 
Chuck  McMinn,  Teacher. 

These  classes  could  be  offered  at  other 
locations  in  the  state  also,  where  eight-ten 
students  are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  contact  coordina- 

_ _ _  _ _  _  tor  Jimmy  McCaleb  at  P.O.  Box  530, 

beginning  March  24  (7-9  p.m.);  Jimmy  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (292) 
Mcfcakb,  Teacher.  3273  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 

•  First  Church,  Wiggins  —  beginning  1651,  ext  273.  E-mail:  jmccalebembch.org. 

NAMB  seeking  evangelism  response  volunteers 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  NAMB,  said  the  network  of  "Therefore  the  most  efficient  Interested  churches  may 
While  the  North  American  "covenant  churches"  enlisted  way  to  make  follow-up  refer-  call  the  Evangelism  Response 


Revivals 

Lollars  Grove,  Eupora: 

March  7-9;  youth  revival;  Fri. 
and  Sat.,  6  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  Jeremy  Ellis,  Byram, 
speaking. 

Wallerville,  New  Albany: 

March  1 6-20;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7 

f».m.;  Bill  Bozeman,  evange- 
ist;  Andy  Rowe,  music; 
Harvey  Sewell,  pastor. 

Utica,  Utica:  March  23-26; 
Chip  Henderson,  evangelist; 
Rick  Munn;  music;  services 
are  at  7  p.m. 

Corinth,  Purvis:  March  9- 
13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.; 
Scotty  McDowell,  evangelist; 
Steve  Strebeck,  music;  for 
more  information,  call 
(601)704-6918. 

Bethel,  Columbus:  March 
23-26;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Randall  Creel,  evangelist;  for 
more  information,  call  (662) 
327-2111. 

Beacon,  Philadelphia: 

March  23-26;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m. 
and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed,  7 
p.m.;  Charles  Smith,  Craig 
Springs,  evangelist;  Alex 
Lawson,  pastor;  Charlie 
Womble,  minister  of  music. 


ition/Staff 


Relations. 

•  Survey  of  Music  Resources. 


of  a  network  of  volunteer  efforts  to  work  through  local 
"telephone  encouragers"  who  associations  in  finding  churches 
take  calls  on  a  toll-free  num-  to  respond,  the  presence  of 
ber  from  individuals  seeking  covenant  churches  streamlines 
spiritual  help.  The  number  is  the  process  during  the  critical 
broadcast  on  NAMB's  time  immediately  after  someone 
FamilyNet  television  net-  makes  a  spiritual  decision, 
work,  as  well  as  in  evangelis-  "NAMB’s  research  has 
tic  advertising  campaigns  shown  that  if  people  making 
throughout  the  country.  More  spiritual  decisions  are  not  con- 
than  150,000  calls  have  been  tacted  by  a  local  church  within 
handled  through  the  center  72  hours  of  making  a  decision, 
since  its  debut  in  1999.  the  likelihood  that  they'll  ever 

Darel  Robertson,  decision  be  assimilated  into  a  local 
counseling  associate  for  church  is  very  low,"  he  said. 


Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Few  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


Anniversary 

Brookhaven: 


Holly 

March  16;  105th  anniversary; 
Old  Fashion  Day;  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.;  services,  10 
a.m.;  The  Providentials,  10:45 
a.m.;  a  covered  dish  lunch  will 
be  served. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  Lorp  distance  telephone  service,  calling  PARADISE  LANES:  MISSISSIPPI'S  only 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  c  ards.  DSL.  web  hosting,  satellite  T.V.,  wire-  smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center.  Call 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7.  | 

ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  seTT-  ^  ^ 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health  long 
insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482 


_T.  wire-  smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center.  Call 
less  phones,  computers,  www.totakorrv  about  lock-in,  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 
toiieraerpnses.net.  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper  Road, 

RESDENT1AL,  49  cents  lackson,  Miss.,  call  (601 )  372-7700. 

_  minute  «  to  stale,  5.9  certs  inside  Miss.  FULL  TIME  MUSIC/YOUTH  MINISTER 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  fcpaid  n*rk4_5cerfc. Tol  free  4.9  cerfc.  No  needed.  Send  resume  with  references  to: 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  fees  or  irnrurv  6-»c  bttrg.  Lower  fates  for  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  music  search  com- 
ColumbuVlackson,  (8 77)  477-1899.  businesses  w#h  hitter  vdune.  Christian  Go.,  mittee,  P.O,  Box  543,  Butler,  AL  36904. 

PASTORS,  TEACHHtS,  CHURCH  STAFF.  250000  tippy  customers.  Chretvn  ample.  GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  BATH, 
Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a  mid  after  47  years  in  SBC  rmrnsby.  Income  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park- 
free  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601)  594-  far  agenb  &  Christian  ministries,  way.  $65/nite.  Call  for  information  at 

5676,  quentinadams35Wiotmail.com.  FREE  cai  (86b)  7490280 _  (251)  666-2175. _ _ 


Two  Great  Services 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Praying  About  God's  Kingdom 

Acts  16:6-10;  Philippians  1:12-14, 19-26 


By  Lori  Clendinning _ 

Please  pray.  Those  two 
words  embody  die  inarching 
orders  of  Christians.  Their 
importance  can  be  felt  through 
die  urgent  voice  of  a  friend  at 
the  other  end  of  the  telephone 
or  in  capital  letters  in  an  email 
message.  A  child  has  been 
injured.  A  loved  one  is  dying.  A 
marriage  is  shaken.  Any  of 
these  scenarios  and  coundess 
others  cause  Christians  to  cry 
out  daily  to  God. 

We  are  instructed  by 
Scripture  and  inspired  by  song 
to  take  everything  to  die  Lord  in 
prayer.  Yet,  when  we  are  on  our 
races  before  our  holy  God,  how 
much  time  is  spent  listening  to 
Him?  This  week's  lesson  empha¬ 
sizes  the  necessity  of  listening  to 
God  and  obeying  His  com¬ 
mands  whenever,  wherever,  and 
however  He  speaks. 


Consider  Paul,  fer¬ 
vent  in  his  desire  to 
serve  God  and  ready  to 
go  wherever  God  led 
him.  Paul's  plans  to 
preach  the  word  throughout  Asia 
were  changed  when  the  Holy 

rt  forbade  him  to  speak  there. 

journeyed  northward  to 
Mysia  and  as  he  tried  to  enter 
Bithynia,  the  Holy  Spirit  stopped 
Paul  from  entering  this  area. 
Finally  settling  in  at  Troas,  a  sea¬ 
port  community,  Paul  prayed 
and  waited  for  God  to  tell  him 
where  he  should  next  go. 

God  sent  Paul  a  night  vision  in 
which  he  saw  a  Macedonian  man 
imploring  him  to  come  there  and 
help  them.  He  got  the  message, 
loud  and  clear.  He  immediately 
made  new  travel  arrangements, 
rightly  concluding  that  God 
wanted  him  to  preach  the  word  in 
Macedonia.He  boarded  a  ship 
from  Troas  to  Samothrace,  and 


Clendinning 


journeyed  the  following 
day  to  Neapolis,  a 
Macedonian  port.  A  ten- 
mile  journey  inland,  Paul 
arrived  at  Philippi,  the 
chief  city  of  one  of 
Macedonia’s  four  districts. 

According  to  histori¬ 
ans,  Philippi  enjoyed  spe¬ 
cial  privileges  as  a  Roman 
colony,  such  as  self-gov¬ 
ernment,  freedom  from 
imperial  taxation,  and  the 
same  rights  as  citizens  in  Italy. 
Many  considered  it  to  be  a  "little 
Rome.”  Reportedly,  no  Jewish 
colony  or  synagogue  existed  in 
Philippi,  yet  there  was  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  meeting  place  outside  the 
dty  by  the  over  where  a  group  of 
women  met  to  pray. 

When  the  Sabbath  arrived, 
Paul  and  his  companions  made 
their  way  to  this  place  and,  sit¬ 
ting  in  the  position  of  a  teacher, 
began  to  speak  to  those  who 
had  assembled  there. 

Think  of  how  excited  Paul 
must  have  been;  how  eager  he 
was  topreach  God's  word,  hav¬ 
ing  at  last  been  allowed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  speak.  Indeed, 
the  boat  ride  and  trek  inland 
must  have  seemed  an  eternity 


to  Paul  as  he  made  his  way  to 
his  new  audience. 

Paul,  who  prayed,  listened  for 
God's  direction,  and  quickly 
obeyed,  must  have  been  over¬ 
joyed  to  see  an  immediate  har¬ 
vest  as  Lydia  and  her  household 
were  converted  and  baptized. 

How  quickly  do  we  respond 
when  Goa  reveals  His  will?  By 
praying  and  listening  for  His 
direction,  we  open  ourselves 
up  to  changing  the  way  in 
which  we  are  headed.  To  con¬ 
tinue  along  the  old  path  is  dis¬ 
obedience  and  hinders  God's 
kingdom  work. 

When  God  says,  "Go  there 
and  tell  them  about  Me,"  do  we 
linger,  hoping  that  God  will 
change  His  mind?  Or  do  we  fol¬ 
low  through  in  sharing  our  call¬ 
ing  by  contacting  our  pastors,  the 
International  Mission  Board 
[(888)  422-6461]  or  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  [(800) 
462-8657]  to  find  out  what  the 
next  steps  to  missions  are  for  us? 

Like  Paul,  who  lived  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  example  of  Christ, 
believers  ought  to  place  the 
needs  of  others  above  our  own 
personal  needs.  We  ought  to  use 
every  opportunity  to  share  the 


good  news  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
are  to  rejoice  with  and  encourage 
others  who  courageously  and 
fearlessly  speak  God's  word. 
Christians  should  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  every  circumstance  to 
advance  the  gospel  and  enlarge 
God's  kingdom.  . 

As  part  of  this  month's  con¬ 
tinuing  spotlight  on  the  prayer 
of  Jabez  recorded  in  I 
Chronicles  4:10,  Jabez  also 
desired  this  for  his  life:  "and 
enlarge  my  border." 

By  asking  God  to  increase  our 
opportunities  to  share  His  word 
with  others,  we  participate  in  the 
advancement  of  God's  kingdom. 
By  praying  for  others  and  asking 
others  to  pray  along  with  us,  we 
join  God  in  His  work. 

Paul  knew  this  firsthand.  As 
the  years  passed,  even  while 
imprisoned,  he  invited  his 
Philippi  converts  to  pray  for  him 
as  he  continued  to  advance  the 


Jaul's  desire  was  that  Cjoa  use 
his  life  to  accomplish  His  purpos¬ 
es.  Oh,  that  we  should  all  be 
about  God's  kingdom  work! 

Clendinning  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Pray  for  Wisdom 

I  Kings  3:7-14;  429-30, 32-34 


By  Harold  Simmons 


I  do  not  believe  that  there 
have  ever  been  as  many  books 
on  "how  to  live”  as  there  are 
today.  Everybody  wants  to 
know  how  to  live  his/her  life, 
and  there  are  not  as  many  role 
models  as  we  would  like.  For 
Solomon,  there  had  been  his 
father,  David,  who  had  been 
king  before  him.  David  was 
king  of  Israel  and  had  con¬ 
quered  Philistia,  Moab, 
Ammon,  Edom,  and  Syria.  I  am 
sure  that  Solomon  was  able  to 
observe  what  happened  in 
Jerusalem  and  Judah.  As  a 
twenty-year-old,  he  was  not 
ready  to  be  king  of  all  the  area 
that  his  father  nad  ruled  and 
Solomon  was  intelligent 
enough  to  realize  that  fact 
Prayer  for  Wisdom  0  Kings 
3:7-9).  Solomon  acknowledges 
that  God  has  made  him  lung 


instead  of  an  older 
brother.  He  also  knew 
that  God  does  not 
give  us  responsibility 
unless  He  gives  us 
resources  to  fulfill  that  respon¬ 
sibility.  After  a  time  of  worship 
at  Gibeon,  Solomon  asked  God 
for  the  wisdom  to  govern.  He 
addressed  his  prayer  to  God  by 
his  covenant  name,  Yahwen 
(Jehovah).  The  implication  is 
that  Solomon  is  seeking  a 
covenant  relationship  with 
God  for  his  life,  but  notice  that 
Solomon  asked  for  a  "discern¬ 
ing  heart  to  govern.. .and  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  right  and 
wrong."  He  wanted  to  hear  to 
the  depth  of  his  soul  what  peo¬ 
ple  were  saying  and  to  make 
the  right  ,  decision.  He  wanted 
to  be  just  and  morally  right. 

That  Solomon  was  intelligent 
is  obvious.  Intelligence  is  a  per¬ 
sonal  characteristic  but  wisaoir 


Simmons 


and  knowledge  are 
acquired.  While  I  was 
assigned  to  an  Air  Force 
Base  in  Turkey,  I  was  pas¬ 
tor  to  some  very  intelli¬ 
gent  people  whose  work 
was  to  gather  electronic 
intelligence.  They  were  so 
skilled  and  smart  they 
could  distinguish  one 
Morse  code  operator 
from  another.  On  the  other 
the  hand  they  did  not  always  think 
about  making  sure  they  had  on 
matching  socks  when  in  civilian 
clothes.  Sadly,  many  of  them 
made  the  same  kind  of  mistakes 
in  their  moral  life.  Solomon  was 
intelligent  but  wanted  God's 
guidance  (wisdom  and  knowl¬ 
edge)  as  he  governed. 

Expect  Wisdom  from  God  (I 
kings  3:10-14).  In  the  New 
Testament,  we  are  told  that  "if 
any  lack  wisdom,  he  should 
ask  of  God,  who  gives  gener¬ 
ously  to  all  without  finding 
fault  and  it  will  be  given  to 
him"  (James  1:  5).  It  pleases 
God  when  we  ask  wisdom 
from  Him.  God  was  pleased 
that  Solomon  had  not  asked  for 
personal  gain  either  in  wealth 
or  long  lire  < 


lorn  or  long  lire  and,  as  always,  God 


gives  more  than  is  asked.  Not 
only  will  Solomon  be  rich,  he 
will  have  great  honor.  When 
we  ask  wisdom  for  living,  God 
does  not  always  give  riches, 
but  He  always  gives  honor. 

Do  you  remember  that  I  stat¬ 
ed  earlier  that  Solomon  had 
used  the  covenant  name  for 
God?  In  verse  14  the  covenant 
shows  iip,  "if  you  walk  in  my 
ways...,I  will  give  you  long 
life."  It  is  incumbent  upon  those 
who  receive  God's  blessing  of 
"wisdom"  (how  to  live),  that 
they  live  as  God  instructs. 
When  people  live  with  Godly 
wisdom,  they  are  honored  and 
God  receives  honor  and  glory 
from  their  lives. 

Living  Wisely  (I  Kings  4:29- 
30,  30-34).  God  gave  Solomon 
wisdom  and  mucn  more  for  He 
gave  him  great  understanding 
along  with  an  abundance  of 
knowledge.  The  amazing  thing 
about  Solomon  was  the  breadth 
of  knowledge.  Not  only  did  he 
have  great  governing  abilities, 
but  he  also  knew  botany  and 
zoology.  Just  having  knowl¬ 
edge  does  not  make  one  live 
wisely.  Solomon  was  not  just  an 
intellectual  sponge  soaking  up 


knowledge  for  the  sake  of  hav¬ 
ing  knowledge  or  satisfaction 
oF  intellectual  curiosity.  He 
shared  what  God  gave.  He 
wrote  songs  and  proverbs.  He 
"described'’  plant  life.  He 
taught  about  animal  life. 
Solomon  became  famous 
throughout  the  known  world. 
He  was  the  acclaimed  wise 
man  to  whom  people  traveled 
great  distances  to  near  and  to 
consult.  He  had  great  honor. 

Where  is  the  honor  for  God 
of  Solomon’s  wise  living?  First, 
Solomon  gave  God  honor  by 
letting  everyone  know  that  his 
wisdom,  like  his  kingdom, 
came  from  God.  God  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  Solomon  sharing  his 
enormous  knowledge  with  oth¬ 
ers.  Secondly,  Solomon  was  "on 
mission"  as  he  shared  the  won¬ 
derful  God  whom  he  served. 

In  addition  to  your  salva¬ 
tion,  what  wonderful  thing  has 
God  given  you  that  he  expects 
you  to  use  to  bless  others?  If 
you  are  to  live  wisely,  you  are 
to  bless  others  with  what  God 
has  blessed  you! 

Simmons  is  the  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 
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The  Influence  of  Music 
By  Lee  Yancey 


ence  of  music  on  our  daily  drugs  and  alcohol,  are  produc- 

lives  can  become  part  of  a  1 - 

person's  identity.  Gang  mem- 

Ibers  in  tne  inner  cities 
relate  to  rap  music 
because  the  lyrics  tell 
the  tragic  tale  of  their 
hopeless  lives.  Most 
gang  members  don’t 
believe  they  will  see 


make  Christian  music  a  part  of 
your  daily  life  for  30  days  and 
see  if  there  is  a 
iv  *.  I  difference.  93.5 

l  J  FM  on  your 


Music  warms  the 
heart,  stirs  the  soul, 
and  takes  us  places  in 
our  minds  that  we 
enjoy  visiting  for  a  little 
while.  Since  nearly  the 
beginning  of  humanity. 


ing  lyrics  that 
encourage 
destructive 
behavior. 

Ever  since 
Elvis  shook  up 
the  world  witn 
his  passionate 
voice  and  stage 
or  high  gyrations, 
you  will  Christian  parents 
of  kids  across  America 
who  call  have  been  con- 
themselves  "Goths".  They  cemed,  to  say  the 
identify  with  Marilyn  least,  about  the 

music 

their 


■  place  to  start. 

In  Ephesians 
5:15-20  Paul 
wrote, 
"Therefore  be 
careful  how 
you  walk,  not 
as  unwise  men, 
but  as  wise, 
making  the 
most  of  your 
time,  because 
the  days  are 
evil.  So  men  do 
not  be  foolish,  but  understand 
what  die  will  of  the  Lord  is.  And 
do  not  get  drunk  with  wine,  for 
that  is  dissipation,  but  be  filled 


music  has  been  a  vehi-  HEp 
cle  for  expressing  our  ^VBj. 
feelings.  In  the  Bible, 
music  is  first  men-  ya 
tioned  in  Genesis  4:21 

before  the  flood  of  Noah.  King  dressed  in  all 
David,  a  poet,  musician,  war¬ 
rior,  sinner,  and  man  of  God, 
took  music  seriously 


for  King  Saul.  Later 
as  king,  he  appoint¬ 
ed  musicians  to 
accompany  the  Ark 
of  the  Covenant. 
Solomon,  David’s 
son,  is  credited  with 
writing  the  Song  of 
Solomon,  a  text  that 
almost  did  not  get 
canonized  as 

Scripture  because  of 
its  nsque  elements. 
Shadrach,  Meshach, 
and  Abed-nego 
were  instructed  to 
bow  down  and  wor¬ 
ship  the  King's  gold¬ 
en  image  when 
"they  heard  the 
sounds  of  the  horn, 
flute,  lyre,  psaltry, 
bagpipe,  and  all 
kinds  of 


music. 

What  is  music? 

Webster  defines  it  as  ^  Steven  Cl 

"the  art  and  science  of  •combin-  Manson  an 
ing  vocal  or  instrumental  metal  group! 
sounds  or  tones,  in  varying  the  hopelessi 
melody,  harmony,  rhythm,  ana  The  late 
timbre,  especially  so  as  to  form  Kurt  Cobain 
complete  and  emotionally  of  Nirvana 
expressive  compositions."  wrote  and 
Music  takes  words  where  sang  about 
words  could  not  go  on  their  killing  him- 
own.  People  use  music  to  relax,  self,  blowing 
to  worship,  to  rejoice,  and  to  his  head  off, 
escape.  A  few  weeks  ago  at  the  and  several 
Grammy  Awards,  104  cate-  years  ago  he 
gories  of  music  were  represent-  did  just  that, 
ed.  Awards  were  given  for  pop.  Music  is  the 
rock,  hard  rock,  metal,  altema-  great  manip- 
tive,  rhythm  and  blues,  rap,  ulator.  For 
country,  bluegrass,  jazz,  and  someone 
gospel  just  to  name  a  few.  who  is 
Contemporary  Christian  artists  already 
Third  Day  ana  Jars  of  Clay  won  depressed. 


g  o  d  !  y 
words  in 
your  mem- 


believe  you 
will  see  a 
difference 
in  the  way 
you  think, 
live,  and 
speak. 
Secular 
music  is 
entertain¬ 
ing  and 

of  the  heart,  the  mouth  speaks."  rary  escape  and  relaxation.  All 

For  a  Christian,  a  decision  con-  secular  music  is  not  bad. 


t 


Homosexual  movement  takes  aim  at  critics 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  homosexu¬ 
al  rights  movement,  more  than  just  a  U.S. 
phenomenon,  poses  a  mounting  world¬ 
wide  threat  to  Christian  liberty  and  free 
speech  rights,  wams|  Peter  LaBarbera, 
senior  policy  analyst  with  the  Culture  and 
Family  Institute  in  Washington,  D.C. 


LOCAL  ACTION,  GLOBAL 
AGENDA  —  Protests  by  homo¬ 
sexuals  against  Southern 
Baptists  are  a  part  of  an  inter¬ 
national  trend  of  activism 
aimed  at  gaining  acceptance 
of  homosexuality.  An  unidenti¬ 
fied  member  of  the  homosexu¬ 
al-rights  group  Soulforce,  Inc. 
(above)  dressed  to  blend  in 
with  messengers,  has  to  be 
forcibly  escorted  out  of  last 
year's  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  sessions  in  St. 
Louis  after  instigating  a  disrup¬ 
tive  protest.  (BP  Photo) 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  l9larx 
copyright  2003 

UD  KBS  LSZUDDUDZ  YEH 
KBS  YROP,  EDP  KBS  YROP 
YEH  YUKB  ZRP,  EDP  KBS 
YROP  YEH  ZRP. 

VRBD  RDS:  RDS 
Clue:  Ch=H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Luke  One:  Sixty-Eight 


Among  the  many  organizations  around 
the  world  promoting  homosexual  rights  is 
the  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  (ILGA),  a  25-year-old  organi¬ 
zation  based  in  Belgium,  touting  350  mem- 
bergroups  in  80  countries. 

The  ILGA  organizes  world  and  regional 
conferences  and  promotes  a  range  of  initia¬ 
tives  to  "focus  public  and  government  atten¬ 
tion  on  cases  of  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men,  bisexuals  and  transgendered 
people  by  supporting  programs  and  protest 
actions,  asserting  diplomatic  pressure,  pro¬ 
viding  information  and  working  with  inter¬ 


national  organizations  and  foe  international 
media,"  according  to  its  website. 

Several  cases  in  neighboring  Canada 
illustrate  what  is  happening  in  various 
dimensions  of  a  global  push  For  homosex¬ 
ual  rights,  LaBarbera  tend  Baptist  Press  in 
an  interview.  The  Canadian  Catholic 
News,  in  its  issue  for  foe  week  of  March  3, 
is  reporting  that  a  House  of  Commons 
committee  studying  same-sex  marriage 
will  hold  hearings  in  11  cities  in  April. 

The  committee  is  considering  whether 
Canada's  Parliament  should  recognize 
same-sex  unions,  according  to  foe  News, 
which  noted  that  foe  committee  authorized 
a  travel  budget  of  $347,000  for  foe  spring 
hearings.  The  move  comes  on  foe  heels  of  a 
pro-homosexual  Canadian  Supreme  Court 
ruling  in  late  December  overturning  a 
British  Columbia  school  board's  ban  on  a 
kindergarten  teacher's  plan  to  use  three 
pro-homosexual  books  with  students. 

In  a  7-2  ruling  in  late  December,  foe  jus¬ 
tices  said  the  board  must  reconsider  its 
decision,  according  to  foe  February  issue  of 
Christianity  Today. 

Two  other  Canadian  cases  involve  men 
dted  by  human  rights  commissions  for  anti¬ 
homosexual  speech.  Although  one  was 
resolved  amicably,  Alberta  pastor  Stephen 
Boissoin  is  still  facing  charges  after  a  profes¬ 
sor  filed  a  complaint  against  him  for  writing 
a  letter  to  foe  editor,  LaBarbera  said. 

A  minister  in  foe  Canadian  Evangelical 
Christian  Church  who  has  ministered  to 
troubled  youth  for  a  decade,  Boissoin  wrote 
to  his  local  newspaper,  "My  banner  has  now 
been  raised  ana  war  has  been  declared. 
Your  teenagers  are  being  instructed  on  how 
to  perform  so-called  safe,  same-gender  oral 
and  anal  sex  by  perverse,  self-centered,  and 
morally  depraved  individuals  who  are 
spreading  their  psychological  disease  into 
every  area  of  our  lives.  That  prompted 
Darren  Lund,  assistant  professor  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  foe  University  of  Calgary,  to  file  a 
complaint  with  foe  Alberta  government. 

Soon  after,  hackers  destroyed  Boissoin's 
website  and  replaced  it  with  apage  featuring 
his  picture  and  foe  words,  "Pastor  Looking 
for  Sexual  Adventures,"  LaBarbera  said. 


The  case  is  chilling,  LaBarbera  said,  as 
homosexual  activists  are  willing  to  trample 
on  a  parent's  right  to  caution  children 
about  morally  deviant  practices. 

He  warned  what  is  happening  north  of 
foe  border  will  soon  be  tried  in  foe  United 
States.  "In  Canada  we  already  see  laws  [lim¬ 
iting  speech]  and  where  people  have  been 
directly  persecuted  for  speaking  out," 
LaBarbera  said.  "A  guy  writes  a  letter  to  foe 
editor  and  he’s  being  investigated  by  foe 
human  rights  commission?  You  can  easily 
see  where  this  is  spreading  and  becoming 
stronger."  The  goal,  he  said,  is  to  stigmatize 
Christians  and  make  it  more  unlikely  that 
people  will  speak  out  against  homosexuality. 

Nor  is  this  goal  limited  to  North 
America,  LaBarbera  added,  citing  various 
reports  from  overseas: 

•  On  Feb.  11,  a  European  Parliament 
majority  voted  to  recognize  registered 
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opean  Union,  according  to  a  report 
ried  by  foe  Dutch  Associated  Press. 

Equal  treatment  of  homosexuals  and 
lesbians  is  a  basic  EU  principle,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  International  News  Report  arti¬ 
cle.  The  wire  service  said  the  comments 
were  believed  to  be  directed  at  nations 
like  Bulgaria,  Romania,  Cyprus, 
Flungary  and  Lithuania  —  part  of  a 
group  expected  to  expand  the  federation 
to  25  nations  next  year. 

•  Last  year,  the  International  Lesbian, 
Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgender  Youth 
Organization  organized  a  hearing  in 
Slovenia  related  to  foe  EU  enlargement. 
Among  its  objectives  were  pushing  for  the 
abolition  of  "age  of  consent"  laws  regard¬ 
ing  sexual  contact. 

•  In  a  recent,  copyrighted  story,  the 
Baltic  limes  reported  that  Lithuania  may 
be  forced  to  recognize  same-sex  partner¬ 
ships  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  foe  EU.. 

A  judge's  comment  about  such  part¬ 
nerships  falling  under  a  new  Family  Law 
Code  gained  wide  attention  because 
Lithuania  has  been  regarded  one  of  the 
least  tolerant  of  homosexuality,  -t he  Times 
reported. 


Sexual  orientation  ordinance  back  in  Nashville 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
A  "more  modest"  proposal  for 
special  sexual  orientation  pro¬ 
tections  in  Nashville  law  has 
been  introduced  by  foe  council¬ 
man  whose  first  proposals 
ignited  a  wave  of  opposition 
from  the  religious  community. 

Councilman  Chris  Ferrell  has 
introduced  a  new  proposal  to 
amend  Nashville’s  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  codes  to  institute  protec¬ 
tion  for  sexual  orientation  with¬ 
in  foe  metro  government,  not 
foe  community  at  large.  Ferrell's 
cosponsor  for  foe  measure  is 
Councilwoman  Eileen  Beehan. 

Ferrell  and  Beehan  withdrew 
two  controversial  proposals  for 
sexual  orientation  protections 
during  foe  metro  council’s  Feb. 
4  meeting.  Ferrell  said  at  foe 
time  a  new  proposal  would  be 
forthcoming  to  meet  concerns 
voiced  by  two  city  legal  officials. 

’T  don't  think  it’s  a  defeat," 
Ferrell  told  The  Tennessean 
daily  newspaper  Feb.  26.  "This 
is  a  more  modest  step  than 
what  we  originally  proposed." 

Ferrell  projected  that  at  least 
21  of  foe  40  council  members  will 
support  foe  new  proposal,  which 


will  get  foe  first  of  force  r 
readings  during  council's 
4  meeting.  He  told  the  newspa¬ 
per  he  heroes  the  council  will  set 
an  example  by  joining  local  busi¬ 
nesses  that  already  have  adopted 
non-discrimination  measures  in 
sexual  orientation. 

Ferrell  is  a  member  of 
Glendale  Church  in  Nashville, 
which  employs  a  lesbian  minis¬ 
ter  and  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Alliance  of  Baptists  group  that 
supports  homosexual  rights  and 
ordaining  of  homosexual  clergy. 

Ferrell's  original  proposal 
made  no  exemption  for  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  in  hiring  or 
tiring  homosexuals.  It  quietly 
passed  two  of  three  readings 
before  leaders  in  the  religious 
and  business  communities 
learned  of  the  measure. 

Ferrell  submitted  a  second 
proposal  to  provide  such  an 
exemption,  but  it  encountered 
the  same  opposition  within  foe 
religious  and  business  sectors 
along  with  legal  questions 
raised  by  the  city  law  director 
and  by  council's  special  counsel. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  leaders  based  in  Nashville 


have  been  among  foe  opponents. 
The  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
which  is  charged  with  represent¬ 
ing  foe  interests  of  foe  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  between 
annual  meetings,  and  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  the  SBCs 
discipleship/publishing  entity 
with  1,500  employees,  are  based 
in  Nashville,  along  with  foe 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  the  SBC  Council  of 
Seminary  Presidents,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foundation. 

During  its  Feb.  17-18  meet¬ 
ing  in  Nashville,  the  80-mem- 
ber  SBC  Executive  Committee 
gave  strong  backing  for  the 
SBC  leaders^  stance. 

In  a  unanimous  vote,  the 
Executive  Committee  went  on 
record  to  "affirm  the  actions 
taken  and  concerns  expressed 
by  Dr.  [Morris  H.]  Chapman 
and  the  senior  staff  of  the 
Executive  Committee  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  a  recent  Nashville  Metro 
Council  ordinance  amendment 
designed  to  include  homosexu¬ 
als  as  a  protected  class." 

The  Executive  Committee 
statement  of  support  for  the 
stance  by  Chapman  and  EC 


staff,  adopted  during  the  clos¬ 
ing  session  of  the  committee’s 
February  sessions,  called  for: 

•  "...  continued  monitoring 
and  similar  appropriate  action 
by  staff  should  further  attempts 
be  made  by  local  government 
officials  to  validate  the  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyle  within 
Davidson  County,  Tennessee.... 

•  Executive  Committee  staff 
to  "continue  to  convey  to  prop¬ 
er  local  government  officials 
the  Executive  Committee's 
strong  objection  to  any  official 
action  attempting  to  recast 
homosexuality  as  an  acceptable 
and  positive  lifestyle,  and  also 
continue  to  express  the 
Executive  Committee's  ongo¬ 
ing  interest  in  assuring  that 
Nashville  remain  a  quality  con¬ 
servative  environment  for  cor¬ 
porate  offices  and  conducive  to 
the  hosting  of  future  annual 
meetings."  Last  year,  the 
Executive  Committee  initiated 
a  recommendation  for 
Nashville  as  the  site  of  the  2005 
SBC  annual  meeting  city,  which 
was  approved  by  messengers 
to  the  June  2002  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  St.  Louis. 
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